October 18, 2007

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc,
and that any statements relating
thereto be printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 51) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 51

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams provide safe, challenging, engaging,
and fun learning experiences to help children
and youth develop their social, emotional,
physical, cultural, and academic skills;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams support working families by ensuring
that the children in such families are safe
and productive after the regular school day
ends;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams build stronger communities by involv-
ing the Nation’s students, parents, business
leaders, and adult volunteers in the lives of
the Nation’s youth, thereby promoting posi-
tive relationships among children, youth,
families, and adults;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams engage families, schools, and diverse
community partners in advancing the well-
being of the Nation’s children;

Whereas ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!”, a na-
tional celebration of after school programs
held on October 18, 2007, promotes the crit-
ical importance of high quality after school
programs in the lives of children, their fami-
lies, and their communities;

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in
the United States have parents who work
outside the home and 14,300,000 children in
the United States have no place to go after
school; and

Whereas many after school programs
across the United States are struggling to
keep their doors open and their lights on:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress sup-
ports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Lights On
Afterschool!” a national celebration of after
school programs.

———

COMMENDING NASA LANGLEY
RESEARCH CENTER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 222, just received
from the House and at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the concur-
rent resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 222)
congratulating and commending the men
and women of NASA Langley Research Cen-
ter for their accomplishments and role in in-
spiring the American people.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

reconsider be laid on the table, without
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 222) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———————

EXTENDING THE TIME TO OBTAIN
A STATUE OF ROSA PARKS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to immediate consideration of
S. 2206, introduced earlier today.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2206) to provide technical correc-
tions to Public Law 109-116 (2 U.S.C. 213la
note) to extend the time period for the Joint
Committee on the Library to enter into an
agreement to obtain a statue of Rosa Parks,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
Rosa Parks has been described as the
“Mother of the Modern-Day Civil
Rights Movement.”

Her actions on a Montgomery bus in
1955 sparked one of the Nation’s largest
movements against racial segregation:
the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Due to those brave actions, Rosa
Parks became an icon of civil disobe-
dience.

In 2005, Congress voted to preserve
the legacy of Rosa Parks by author-
izing a statue of her to be placed in the
U.S. Capitol’s Statuary Hall.

A statue of Rosa Parks would be a
fitting tribute to the struggle for equal
rights for all Americans.

But two years later, the statue has
not been obtained. It is time to remove
the hurdles, and ensure that Rosa
Parks is honored as Congress intended.

The law designated Congress’s Joint
Committee on the Library to obtain
the statue. But it was later determined
that the Joint Committee does not
have the technical ability or resources
to enter into contracts or pay for the
statue.

And now that law is set to expire on
December 1, 2007, without ever achiev-
ing its intended goal.

So, to correct the problems in the
original law, I have introduced a stand
alone bill that would: designate the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol as the agent of
the Joint Committee; and extend the
deadline by 2 more years.

This legislation would allow for the
Architect of the Capitol to distribute
funds on behalf of the Joint Committee
on the Library.

This legislation has been cosponsored
by seven other Senators, including:
Senators BENNETT, KERRY, DURBIN,
LEVIN, SCHUMER, DODD, and STABENOW.

It is so important that we honor this
great American.

Mrs. Parks’ actions on a single day in
December 1955 changed the lives of so
many who followed her.
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Let me tell you a little more about
Rosa Parks:

Mrs. Parks was born Rosa Louise
McCauley, February 4, 1913, in
Tuskegee, AL. Her parents were a car-
penter and a teacher.

Rosa Parks grew up and lived in a
segregated South. And when she mar-
ried, she and her husband became ac-
tive in the local NAACP chapter.

On December 1, 1955, after a day of
work at a department store in down-
town Montgomery, AL, Rosa Parks
boarded a bus to go home. She paid her
fare, and took an empty seat in the
first row of seats reserved for Blacks.

As the bus traveled along its route,
all of the White-only seats in the bus
filled up. When the bus reached its next
stop, several White passengers boarded.

As was standard practice at that
time, the busdriver told the Black pas-
sengers seated in the rows behind the
White-only section to move. This in-
cluded Mrs. Parks and three other pas-
sengers.

The three other Black passengers
moved at the bus driver’s insistence.
But Mrs. Parks did not.

As she recalled in her autobiography,
she was simply ‘‘tired of giving in”’:

People always say that I didn’t give up my
seat because I was tired, but that isn’t true.
I was not tired physically, or no more tired
than I usually was at the end of a working
day.

I was not old, although some people have
an image of me as being old then. I was
forty-two. No, the only tired I was, was tired
of giving in.

This action of civil disobedience
sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
which became one of the Nation’s larg-
est movements against racial segrega-
tion.

Rosa Parks was presented with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1996.
She received a Congressional Gold
Medal in 1999. And in 2005, Congress
voted to honor her with a statue in the
U.S. Capitol. The Architect of the Cap-
itol is prepared to work with the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts to find
suitable artists and statues to be con-
sidered for this honor. But until the
funds for this project can be allocated,
the search for a statue will not move
forward. The legislation introduced
today would fix this problem and allow
the funds to be released. But more im-
portantly, this legislation would en-
sure that Rosa Parks an American hero
is honored as she so deserves.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read three times,
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and any statement be
printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The bill (S. 2206) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2206

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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